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And to the Honourable 
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GENTLEMEN, 


1 Am extremely ſenſible of the great Honour done 

me by the favourable Sentiments you expreſſed 
of this Diſcourſe, and have complied with your 
Requeſt in publiſhing the ſame; hoping the Im- 
perfections that may appear in it upon your more 
ſerious Peruſal, will find the fame candid and po- 
lite Treatment as the Author met with when at 


Guildford, 
I think 


EE 

I think I need not make any Apology for 
troubling the Publick with it, ſince I have the Ho- 
nour to ſay it is done in Obedience to a Set 
of Gentlemen that come behind none in Loyalty to 
their King, in Love to their Country, and in en- 
deavouring to promote the Happineſs of every In- 
dividual. I am, 


GENTLEME N, 
Your Obliged, Obedient, 


Humble Servant, 
Sept, 35 1754. 


THOMAS TURNER. 


Devr. vi. 13. 


Thou ſhalt fear the Lord thy God and ſerve him, 
and ſhalt Swr.xr by his ame. 


N E great Excellence and Recommendation 

of the Precepts of Holy Writ, is that they 
directly tend to the Glory of God, and the Good of 
Man. The better they are obſerved, the more 
theſe great Ends are promoted. And were they 
univerſally followed, the ſupreme Being would be 
always honoured, and revered, and Mankind made 
as happy as the preſent Condition of their Nature 
would admit of. 

All Deviations from theſe divine Rules are a 
Diſhonour to the Almighty, and the certain Cauſes 
of Miſery to ourſclves. But to fear the Lord is the 
Beginning, nay the Perfection of Wiitdom, and 
to ſerve him the Road to Happineſs. By fearing 
and ferving the Lord, Men do the wiſeſt and beſt 
Thing in the World; They promote. God's Glory, 
and their own Happineſs together. | 


But 


(2) 

But how ſhall we account for what follows in 

the Text, That ſwearing by his Name tends like- 
« wiſe to the ſame Ends?“ 


Perhaps this may be accounted for by ſhewing, 
The Sacred Nature of an Oath. 
It's Lawfulneſs. 
And that it is a moſt folemn Act of Religion, 
bringing Glory to God, and Benefit to Man, 

As allo by ſhewing rp 

The great Sin of Perjury. 

It's blaſphemous and 1 Nature with 
Reſpect to God. 

And how hurtful it is to M: an, and Society i in 
general. 

An Oath is the moſt ſolemn Appeal to God that 
we can poſſibly make. The Nature of an Oath 
is, © That we thereby call upon God to witnels to 
% what we promiſe, or what we affert.” We not 
only appeal to the Almighty as a Witneſs, but 
challenge him as an Avenger, and a Judge it we 
ſpeak falſely. An Oath, therefore, is one of the 
molt ſerious, and facred Things in the World. 
For every one that ſwears is ſuppoſed to addrels 
himſelf to God in ſome ſuch Terms as theſe : 


« () 
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O ArmicuTty Loan, I am here called upon to 
give my Teſtimony before Men, that cannot ſce 
the Secrets of my Heart, ſo muſt be incompe- 
tent Judges of my Sincerity; I therefore appeal 
to Thee, O God, who art the Scarcher of all 
Hearts, and from whom no fecret 'Thought is 
hid (for thou art omnipreſent, thou art omniſci- 
ent, thou art Ged,) I therefore call Thee to 
Witneſs, that I ſincerely ſpeak Truth in this 
Matter. I call Thee, not only as my Witneſs, but 
my Judge and Avenger, if I ſpeak falſcly. And 
I do earneſtly pray, that according as I deal tru- 
ly, or falſely in this Thing, ſo thou mayeſt 
deal with me both here and for ever, O Lox, 
Amen. | 

Such is the true Meaning, and ſacred Nature 
of every Oath that is taken, 

The Lawtulneſs of taking an Oath appears from 
it's being uſed by the beſt Men, on ſolemn Occaſi- 
ons, in all Ages of the World. The * Patriarchs, 
the * Prophets, St. Paul, Our Blefſed Saviour 
when on Earth, nay, the Angels and God him- 

Gen. xxi. 24+ xxxi. 53. 1.25, b 1 Kings. i. 29. xviii. 15. 2 Kings. il. 6. 


© 2 Cor. xi, 31. Gal. i. 20. Matt. xxvi, 63, 64. Rey. x, 5, 6. 
Dan. xii. 7. Gen. xxii. 16, Numb. xiv, 21, Jer, xxii. 5. 
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{elf are our Warrant and Example. Thoſe Texts 
of Scripture that ſeem to forbid all manner of Swear- 
ing, when duly conſidered and rightly underſtood, 
will be found to diſcourage and forbid only, ſwear- 
ing by any Creature, or in common Diſcourſe, or 
upon unneceſſary and frivolous Occaſions ; imply- 
ing that an Oath is too ſerious and ſacred a Thing 
to be trifled with, and thrown out at Random. 
That our Saviour never intended to forbid abſo- 
lutely the. uſing of an Oath upon any Account 
whatſoever, appears from hence, viz. That the ſame 
Paragraph, wherein he fays, © Swear not at all, 
concludes thus, “ but let your Communication, 
the Communication of your 'Fhoughts to, your 
common Converſation with, one another, be yea 
«yea, nay nay;” plainly confining what he had 
ſaid before to our common and ordinary Diſcourſe. 
Matth. v. 33 to 38. And that we may be aſſured 
that this was his Meaning, He himſelf, when the 
High Prieſt called upon him to ſwear whether he 
were the Chriſt or not, refuſed not to do it. The 
High Prieft ſaid unto him, I adjure thee by the 
Living God that thou tell us, whether thou be the 
*« Chriſt the Son of God. Jeſus ſaith unto him, Thou 
« haſt ſaid. Mazth. xxvi. 63, 64. But ſure it may 


ſave 
4 


ö 
ſave the Trouble of labouring this Point, if it be 
preſently ſhewn that an Oath ſeriouſly taken upon 
neceſſary and weighty Occaſions, is not only law- 
ful, but is a moſt ſolemn Act of Religion, bringing 
Glory to God and Benefit to Man. 

It brings Honour and Glory to God, as it ex- 
preſſes the firm and pious Perſuaſion we entertain 
of ſome of the chief Attributes of the Deity. It ar- 
gues great Faith in the Supreme Being, particu- 
larly a Belief of his Omnipreſence and Omniſcience. 
By this appealing to him we admit and declarc 
that he is every where preſent, that he knoweth 
all things, that the moſt ſecret Acts are open and 
manifeſt to him ; that there is not a word uttered 
with our Tongue, nor a Thought conceived in our 
Heart, but he knoweth it altogether ". We exprets 
a Confidence in his Providence, watching over our 
inmoſt Thoughts, hearing what we ſay, and ſceing 
what we do. We ſhew our firm Belief in his Juſ- 
tice and Fidelity; that we arc perſuaded he is a 
great Lover of Truth, and an undeniable Patron of 
Right; but that he is a ſwift Witneſs againſt Fall- 
hood and Inſincerity, and a moſt ſure and ſevere 
Avenger of all Iniquity. 


v Pſal. cxxxix. 2, 3. 
B 2 SWEARING 
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SwEARING then in it's own Nature is a very re- 


ligious Act, and as ſuch enjoined us in the Text 
and other Places of holy Writ. © Thou ſhalt fear 


ce the Lord thy God and ſerve him, and ſhalt s EAR 


by his Name.” And again, © Him only ſhalt thou 
e ſerve, to him ſhalt thou cleave, and ſhalt swe ar 


by his Name. Deut. x. 20. And in the Ixiii. Pfal. 
All they that swe ar by him ſhall be commended.” 
And we need not be ſurprized at this; ſince when 
it is * done with that Seriouſneſs and Solemnity, 
which become fo ſpecial a Part of Devotion, for 
“ Reaſons that require, and in Matters that excuſe, 
our engaging the Almighty as a Witneſs, we by 
thus appealing to God by an Oath do honour 
« and glorify his holy Name, as much as by Prayer, 
or Praiſe, or any other Act of religious Worſhip 
« whatſoever.” 

It not only brings Glory to God, but is of great 
Uſe and Benefit to Man. | 

An Oath is of great Uſe and Service for deter- 
mining Matters in Diſpute, for the ending of Dit- 
ferences between one Man and another, for find- 
ing out the Truth to the utmoſt Certainty, for the 
clearing of the Innocent, for convicting the Guil- 
ty, and for binding Men by the ſtricteſt Tie to 


I {ome 
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ſome particular Duties. In theſe and many other 
Inſtances Oaths become neceſſary. And as they 
are the moſt certain Pledges, the very utmoſt Aſſu- 
rances Men can poſſibly give of their Faith and 
Sincerity, they cannot be without their Uſe and 
Benefit. They are the Sinews of Government, the 
molt ſacred Bands of Society. Our Lives, our Li- 
berty, our Property, and Rcligion are defended 
and ſecured to us by Oaths. In ſhort, our Peace 
abroad and Safety at Home are guarded and aſſured 
to us by the fame facred Ties. And as long as 
they are kept inviolable, we ſhall continue to be a 
ſecure, flouriſhing, and happy People; the beſt 
Sovereign blefled with faithful Allies and loyal 
Subjects, and good Subjects remaining eaſy and hap- 
py under the beſt of Kings. | 
Of ſuch Uſe, Benefit, and Security are Oaths 
reverently taken, and religiouſly obſerved. 
But I haſten to the other Part of this Diſcourſe, 
in which is to be ſhewn, 
The great Sin of Perjury. 
Its blaſphemous and provoking Nature with 
Reſpect to God. 
And it's Hurtfulnefs to Man, and Society in 
general. 
Perjury 
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Perjury or {wearing falſely is a Sin of that com- 
plicated Guilt and Magnitude as hardly to be par- 
alleled. "Tis calling the God of Truth to bear 
Witneſs to a Lie. Tis intereſting the Almighty, 
as far as we can, in the Defence and Atteſtation of 
that, which he above all things abhors; than which 
there cannot be a more blaſphemous and provok- 
ing Affront. It argues a Perſon to be of the moſt 
deſperate and abandoned Principles. It ſhews either 
rank Infidelity or the moſt daring Preſumption. A 
Man muſt either think wickedly that there is no 
God, or elſe (if there is) that he is ſuch a one as 
himſelf, falſe and deccitiul, and an Encourager 
and Protector of thoſe that are ſo, before he can be 
guilty of this Sin. Or elſe he muſt yet more ab- 
ſurdly think, that God is a Being not to be feared or 

regarded, how highly ſocver he is affronted and pro- 
voked. This implies the very Summit of Wicked- 
neſs, and expreſſes ſuch an Audaciouſneſs to, and 
Contempt of the Supreme Being, as cannot other- 
wiſe be expreſſed. To tell a Lie to the very Face 
of Omnipotence and Truth, and to call upon God 
to obſerve it, and to be a Witneſs to his own Diſ- 
honour, and to our daring Impiety, 1s a Sin beyond 

Expreſſion black, 
The 
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The Guilt of other Sins generally makes Men 
baſhful and ſhy, and to uſe all the little Artifices 
they can to hide their Tranſgreſſions from God 
and the World; at leaſt to ſtifle and ſuppreſs the 
Thoughts of a divine Preſence, to forget that 
God is by and beholds their Sin. But the Falſe- 
Swearer without Fear or Shame ruſhes into the 
Preſence of God, ſtares the Almighty in the Face, 
and with the moſt conſummate Impudence affronts 
his Majeſty, renounces his Mercy, puts him to 
open Defiance, and as it were bids him do his worſt. 

Such is the blaſphemous and provoking Nature 
of Perjury with Reſpect to God. 

The Hurtfulneſs of this to Man lies upon the 
Surface. It requires no Depth of Thought to 
deſcribe, or Strength of Memory to recollect it's 
pernicious Nature and Effects. The Life of the 
Innocent, and the. Property of the Secure, have 
been ſacrificed to the perjured Villain. | 

An ignominious Death has been the Fate. of 
One, and Indigence and Miſery the. hard. Fortune 
of another. 

But the Falſe-ſwearer is not only injurious and 
an Enemy to this or that particular Perſon, but to 
Society in general. He does what in him lies to 

undermine 


(10) 

undermine and ſubvert all publick Peace, Juſtice, 
and Security. In ſhort, He is the worſt Subject, 
the moſt dangerous Neighbour, the greateſt Peſt 
of Society, the moſt pernicious Creature that can 
breath upon Earth. Solomon truly ſays, “ that a 
« falſe Witneſs againſt his Neighbour is a Maul, 
and a Sword, and a {harp Arrow.“ Prov. xxv. 18. 
Intimating, I ſuppoſe, that amongſt all the In- 
ſtruments of Ruine, Miſchief and Cruelty, which 
have ever been deviſed by Man, none is of more 
pernicious Conſequence to Society than Perjury 
and Breach of Faith. Tis a Peſtilence that 
walketh in Darkneſs; a ſecret Stab, againſt which 
there is often no Poſſibility of Defence. 

Whether the Laws in Force againſt this infamous 
Crime are ſevere enough, does not come within 
my Province to determine. But this I can affure 
Offenders of this kind, that how light ſoever their 
Puniſhment is in this World, it will be Aer 
heavy in the next. 

Let us cloſe the Whole with hearing what the 
Holy Scripture ſays in this Matter, 


« God will not hold him guiltleſs, that taketh 


* his Name in vain.” Exod. xx. 7. 


«KA 


( It ) 
« A Falſe Witneſs ſhall not be unpuniſhed, 
Prov. xix. 59. 
And again, A Curſe ſhall enter into the Houſe 
ol the Thief, and of him that ſweateth lalſely by 
« the Name of God.” Zech. v. 4. 


« And may God of his Mercy grant that what 
we hear with our Ears, may duely affect our Hearts, 
and excite us at all Times to fear the Lord, and 
ſerve him; and that whenever we swzar by his 
Name, we may do it as the Prophet directs, 
Ferem. iv. 2. in Juſtice, and Judgment, and Truth, 
to the Benefit of Man, and to the Glory of God, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord.” Amen. 
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